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And let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more
as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25
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Dear Reader,

From one point of view, if the events of our tinegenot making us fearful there is something very
wrong with us.

Our economy is spinning out of control. Our schaoks teaching our children everything but the
basics of education. It now takes much more thekslon our doors to keep thieves from stealing
our wealth. The food we eat is less nourishingrande susceptible to containing poisons than ever
before.

At an even deeper level, the strongholds of ouratitgrhave been swept away by the winds of
relativism and personal preferences. Who would tlaeeght the day would come when such
foundational terms as “life” and “marriage” woulddome radically redefined? Who could have
foreseen that almost overnight America would ndy durn from her allegiance to the God of the
Bible, but would instead begin to embrace and eragrievery religion and philosopkyxcept
Christianity?

Yet for those of us who read the Bible, none of 8hould really be surprising, or even ultimately a
source of fear. Rather, as Peter tells us (Il R=t2,13 ASV), we should be “looking for and
earnestly desiring the coming of the day of Go@gravhich God will bring us into new heavens
and a new earth, “wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

But in the meantime, the writer of Hebrews hasdaeeé us to gather together and to exhort one
another, especially when we think that the Day s@yn be arriving. Because | cannot “gather”
directly with very many of you, | am writing thi®bk as my word of exhortation and
encouragement.

You see, | truly think the Day is very, very closeould be wrong. Nevertheless, there are too
many places in scripture that advise us—all ofrugyvery generation—to live as though Christ will
come soon. We should never forget that one dagnépoint of history, He actually will come.
How sad it will be in that day for those who did tlmnk it necessary to watch and wait.

May God help us all to prepare wisely for the “graad very terrible” Day of the Lord (Joel 2:11).

Diane Woerner
2010
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Introduction

| believe we are on the doorstep of the end ohthe In fact, | am willing to say that | believe
Christ will return to earth before the middle oisthentury.

Of course, | don’t know this with absolute certgirBut | believe it strongly enough to write about
it. Some of you may never have thought much abdmuséecond coming of Christ as being an event
you will live to see. Others of you may live evelgy wondering if this will be the day.

| have two important things I'd like to communicateyou in these writings. First | want to explain
to you why | believe we are truly entering the énees. The scriptures, as | read them, give us
some very clear descriptions of God’s plan and @sep for human history. | want to paint for you
the picture of what | have found through readinmsthpassages.

When I'm through explaining my understanding ottduig, | still may not have convinced you.
That's fine. Exhortation is never compulsion—it@arpuasion. If you don’t agree with my
conclusions, perhaps they will at least stir yoddoyour own searching.

But even more than you or | coming up with an aamprophetic timetable, | believe my second
purpose is one that will be of great importancecdise | believe | myself may be living in the end
times, | have given much thought to how | shoulst lpgepare for those days.

As you will learn, | do not believe Christians wiké spared the time of severe testing about which
the Bible warns us. Again, | could be wrong. Butni wrong and God does spare us, the
preparations | am making will nevertheless be af spiritual value. But if I'm right, then those
who have disregarded this important season of paipa may soon find themselves with deep
regrets. How much better for all of us to live viysand soberly, deliberately exchanging our
human priorities for those of the kingdom of Gould avatching carefully for the Day which is most
definitely approaching.
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Chapter One - Are Thesethe End Times?

“In the beginning God created the heavens andalta.2 So opens the most amazing and
significant book ever written, our Bible. It condks with these words, “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!” Framed within these two acts of God issften of time we call history.

There is a modern propensity to remove that frameee time as being endless, or at least as
having an uncertain beginning and an uncertain kentthis view, God put things in motion,
somehow, back in the early mists of an infant ursgeFrom that point on, He is only one of many
participants in the outworking of its history.

Because we are astonished by our own wisdom aadiveegpowers, we have come to suspect that
these are the result of a great season of humamnedment, and thereby assume that such
advancement will continue, somehow, into an esanendless future.

The Bible makes no such assumption. This is patie@feason those who choose to believe in
human evolution find the Bible so troublesome. Pphges of scripture are not only bounded by a
definite beginning and end, there is also reallgwadence that humankind has improved itself over
the time span it records. Adam is not that diffefesm Ananias, and neither of them are that
different from us.

But the deeper problem with our focus on human ldgveent is that it draws our eyes away from
the centerpoint of scripture and of history, whiglisod Himself. The divine power which spoke us
into existence did so for a very specific purpdsagive an expanded manifestation of His glory.

While | certainly do not understand all that wa$siod’s mind when He created our universe and
placed in one remote corner of it a civilizationbeings who carry His image, scripture gives us
hints as to some of His motives. The first manwandan held within themselves the potential to
choose life or death (Genesis 2:16,17). They coepdoduce their own kind, a miracle which
heaven may not have previously witnessed (Mark3)2R2ven after the fall, they had the creative
ability to do anything they set their minds to (@sis 11:6).

In these, and in the many other powers and priggdegod chose to invest in His created humans,
there was one overriding desire in His heart. Hehed for them to seek Him, to know Him, to
receive and reflect His love, and thereby to becbkeeHim. His goal was a universe populated
with millions upon millions of god-shaped beingack a unique and eternal expression of His own
infinite beauty.

Far from being a random, free-wheeling, open-ermdsahic adventure, the history of humanity
portrays, | believe, a very well-designed and peityeexecuted Plan. While many of its patterns are
admittedly dark and obscure to us, that does ngdteesither God’s wise purposes or His sovereign
control. In fact, the Bible tells us He delibergteeiled His ways so most people would not be able
to detect them.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
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So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55)8-9

Jesus Himself spoke in cryptic parables (Matthewt@-37), to fulfill this prophecy in Isaiah:

Make the heart of this people dull,

And their ears heavy,

And shut their eyes;

Lest they see with their eyes,

And hear with their ears,

And understand with their heart,

And return and be healed. (Isaiah 6:10)

Nevertheless, God also promised to reveal Himsdlidse who diligently seek Him (Jeremiah
29:13), and who are willing to enter His kingdonch#dren (Matthew 18:3, John 3:3). In other
words, we who would find God must first understéimat He is central and we are not. He does not
stand in judgment by our standards; we stand igmeht by His.

For those of us who have learned to delight inddeat wisdom and His perfect ways—confident
that our questions and confusion and even ourglione day be revealed to be a necessary part
of His ordained goodness—there opens the prospgceat discovery. God has told us what He is
up to. Far from being out of control, history igwdly moving forward with unwavering precision.

I will now present my understanding of human higtevhich gives the context for my belief that
we are entering the end times. If | am wrong, irt pain full, that does not negate the need fahea
of us to take very seriously the solid truth thati€t will come again. Nor does it lessen the utgen
necessity for every believer in every age to ligghugh He will return in their day.

One of the most visible aspects of scripture, paldrly in the Old Testament, is its diligent conrce
to document human lineages. People establishedgiaek in history not only through what they
did, but also through their connection to theirguais and children. This has enabled scholars to
deduct a fairly reliable timetable for the scopeafipture, and what they have determined is that
Adam was created approximately 4,000 years befadirth of Christ.

Another significant milepost in the journey of timas the birth of Abraham, who lived at the half-
way mark, that is, 2,000 years after Adam and 2)y#0s before Christ. Then (as you know) there
has been a third 2,000-year period between Chiisbar present day.

| see each of these eras as representing a diffelnase in God'’s plan. In the first phase, God gave
instructions to Adam, but otherwise left human bsipretty much on their own. Humanity began
to populate the earth, but their willingness toyo®d (with the exception of a few individuals)
was almost immediately abandoned. After about arerations, God took a survey and saw that
“the wickedness of man was great in the earth thatevery intent of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5-6).

At that point He took the human race back downrie family (Noah’s), and gave them another
chance. But again there is nothing to indicate labanity was able to maintain any kind of
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spiritual integrity. After another ten generatioasthe 2,000 year mark, God began His second
phase. Finding in Abraham a man who was willingltey Him, God established a select earthly
family from Abraham’s offspring through Isaac aratdb.

It was to this family, through Moses, that He commioated His law, which contained the
restrictions and principles whereby humans miglteustand how to conform themselves and their
behaviors to the nature and ordering of God. Wihidge was a measure of success in this phase, it
became a spiraling of obedience, disobediencespharént from God, and return to obedience. In
the long run, only a small number of individualsuatly remained faithful to Him, even though

they now knew much more about what He required.

The transition to the third phase, 2,000 years,|latas of course God'’s decision to send His own
Son to earth. While He was with us Christ raisedldar on our understanding of righteousness
which the law had set in place. Moses taught thater was sin; Jesus taught that anger against a
brother was the same as murder. Moses taughtdbéiesy was sin; Jesus taught that thoughts of
adultery were the same as the act (see Matthew3PIMore importantly, Jesus Himself fulfilled
the requirements of the law, through His deathrasdrrection, thereby restoring for mankind the
open doorway to eternal life.

The other significant characteristic of phase thvas the outpouring of the Spirit of God, which
gave all believers access to a supernatural emposverwhich had only been experienced by a few
individuals during phase two. We who live in thia @ave a far greater ability not only to follow
and please God, but also to demonstrate His powenmeercy to those around us, because the very
nature of God inhabits our own.

Nevertheless, even this mighty blessing has noatgersufficient to bring humanity fully back on
track. While the Christian church was yet in itaimcy—and while it even included some who had
known the human Christ—we find serious strainsimifready being manifested (for example, see
| Corinthians 11:17-22). Subsequent centuries loaereinforced this evidence of ongoing
corruption within the family of God.

Yet the Bible describes a time when God’s peoplebeifully restored to the closeness that Adam
and Eve experienced in Eden. Consider these passage

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jess#a Branch shall grow out of his
roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Hthe Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of krledge and of the fear of the Lord.

His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He shalt judge by the sight of His eyes, nor
decide by the hearing of His ears; but with rightetess He shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; He shalkstthe earth with the rod of His mouth,

and with the breath of His lips He shall slay thek&d. Righteousness shall be the belt of
His loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leaghahall lie down with the young goat, the
calf and the young lion and the fatling togethad a little child shall lead them. The cow
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and the bear shall graze; their young ones sleatldivn together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. (Isaiah 11:1-7)

Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand,
And His arm shall rule for Him;

Behold, His reward is with Him,

And His work before Him.

He will feed His flock like a shepherd;

He will gather the lambs with His arm,

And carry them in His bosom,

And gently lead those who are with young. (Isai@il@-11)

Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and yoalsbe clean; | will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols. | will givyou a new heart and put a new spirit
within you; I will take the heart of stone out adwr flesh and give you a heart of flesh. |
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to watk My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them. (Ezekiel 36:24-27)

We should notice several things. First, this istatking about heaven. Although Christ is
physically present, caring gently for His flock, iealso ruling with a “strong hand,” severely
judging those who are wicked. It is also not thespnt era, for lions and wolves still eat lambs, no
straw. More importantly, even those of us who hidneeSpirit of God within us do not consistently
keep His statutes. Our hearts have not been fldgnsed.

| believe these and other similar passages arpiatiba of the thousand-year period described in
Revelation 20, a period traditionally known as kilennium. This is a time during which Satan is
bound, when Jesus and others of His saints wal ditilseems to me that ruling, by definition, means
that there is the possibility of disobeying theerullf there were no possible disobedience, Christ’
“rod of iron” (Revelation 19:15) would not be nesasy. Instead this is an earthly kingdom in

which both the redeemed and the wicked yet dwell.

At the end of this final thousand years, Satanliy lefeated and cast into the lake of fire, and
history draws to its final close with the entramé¢he “new heaven and the new earth” (Revelation
21:1). At this point there will be no more need ffioling, for all of creation will be drawn together
under the glorious authority of the Father.

Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdoBob the Father, when He puts an end
to all rule and all authority and power. For He tmeggn till He has put all enemies under
His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyedaath. For “He has put all things under His
feet.” But when He says “all things are put undenHit is evident that He who put all
things under Him is excepted. Now when all thingsraade subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him who put alltigis under Him, that God may be all in all.
(I Corinthians 15:24-28)

If we compile these four eras—the 2,000 years betwidam and Abraham, the 2,000 years
between Abraham and Christ, the 2,000 between CGimisthe present, and the 1,000 year
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Millennium—we have a total of 7,000 years. Thisayly brings to mind the words of two mighty
men of God.

First, Moses prayed this prayer:

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all gatiens.
Before the mountains were brought forth,

Or ever You had formed the earth and the world,
Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
You turn man to destruction,

And say, “Return, O children of men.”

For a thousand years in Your sight

Are like yesterday when it is past,

And like a watch in the night. (Psalms 90:1-4)

Peter reminds us of this prayer in the midst ofsaussion of the end times:

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, thathwhe Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord isaxk sbncerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward uswilling that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance. (Il Peter 3:8,9)

Creation was accomplished, we are told, in sevegs.dgix days God labored, and on the seventh
day “God ended His work which He had done, andddé&d on the seventh day from all His work
which He had done. Then God blessed the seventhrthganctified it, because in it He rested
from all His work which God had created and mad&&rgesis 2:2,3).

The sacredness of the seventh day is echoed fodhth commandment. “Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, but the seventh day is thieb@th of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no
work” (Exodus 20:9,10). It is very credible, | mle, to see the Millennium as God’s final great
Sabbath, the time when His people no longer haggrtggle to know and to obey Him, but instead
can finally rest in the full care of the Great Sheyal.

If in fact the seven days of creation are the tateplor seven thousand years of human history, then
the obvious and vitally important question is thigten will the transition between Day 6 and Day 7
take place?

When the year 2000 A.D. was approaching, thereanzervasive uneasiness. Most of us were
focused on the “Y2K” threat, the possibility thaineputers would not be able to adjust to the new
date format. But there was also an underlying sefibeing at a turning point, and at least some of
us were prompted to soberly ponder our place inatger context of history.

As | write this it is the year 2010, and we appednave survived both the computer scare and the
transition into the new millennium. Does that m#éaat there was no significance to our
uneasiness?
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Here is my thought. Our modern system of numbethiegyears, as you probably know, was
originally based on the year Christ was born. & siace been determined that the man (Pope
Gregory XlIl) who set up our present calendar vilely off a few years, perhaps as much as seven
years one way or the other. Thus the “turn of tileermium” might have more accurately happened
somewhere between our years 1993 and 2007.

Nevertheless, we’ve now made it past that margienafr. Or have we? You see, despite what has
historically been assumeitljs completely possible th&od may actually have chosen to “hinge”
history not on the birth of Jesus, but on His deatl resurrection

We have no accurate dates for the creation of Adlathe birth of Abraham. As mentioned, we
really don’t have a specific date for the birthGfrist, but we can generally identify the span of
years during which He lived on earth, based on wh@r historical records tell us about the rulers
and events of those days. We also know that Heatiddvas resurrected in the thirty-third year of
His life. If my theory has merit, then the tranitifrom the 6th to the 7th millennium will take
place in the approximate timeframe of 2025 to 2A4D.

What gives enormous support to this propositiorgaafrse, are the amazing circumstances of our
present culture. We are rapidly moving toward a-wned government, a unified currency, and a
common language (remember what God said about treagae building the tower of Babel in
Genesis 117?). The technology is already here tbatdrallow the “mark” of the Beast to be on a
tiny computer chip embedded in our hands or foreggastricting commerce to those who receive
it (Revelation 13:16,17). When Revelation 11:9stel$ that “those from the peoples, tribes,
tongues, and nations” will all see the dead bodfdke two witnesses for three-and-a-half days,
this is easily possible through the reaches ofajlotiernet viewing.

Moreover, many of us are persuaded that socigtgwsoperating under the “strong delusion” that
was promised in |l Thessalonians 2:11,12.

And for this reason God will send them strong delusthat they should believe the lie, that
they all may be condemned who did not believe itiign tout had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

This delusion has many faces, but | believe isseatially the idea that truth is derived from the
particulars of our internal personal experienctharathan being externally grounded in the person
and purposes of the eternal God. What is most atgria the extent to which believers themselves
are being drawn into this lie. Only by receivingrfr God the love for His truth (verses 10,13) can
any of us avoid being deceived.

| realize scripture clearly states that we canmaivkthe day or the hour in which Christ will return
But note carefully His words in Mark 13:32-37:

But of that day and hour no one knows, not everattgels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Take heed, watch and pray; for youaddmow when the time is. It is like a

man going to a far country, who left his house gade authority to his servants, and to each
his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watchicWtaerefore, for you do not know
when the master of the house is coming—in the exgr@t midnight, at the crowing of the

11
Copyright 2010 - Diane Woerner www. bereansnotejms.



rooster, or in the morning—Ilest, coming suddeng/fihd you sleeping. And what | say to
you, | say to all: Watch!

Rather than allowing the unknowability of the timito justify our not thinking about His coming,
Jesus is strongly urging us to do the exact oppadit is calling us to think about it with fearful
urgency. We should also note that, if taken litgrahis passage talks about only days and hours,
about the “watches” of evening, midnight, dawn amatning. The larger context of Mark 13 is all
about the specific signs that will foretell His dogr wars, famines, persecutions and deceptions.
Although only the Father knows the precise daylamdr, Jesus desires us to be very aware of the
season as it approaches.

Now learn this parable from the fig tree: Wherbitanch has already become tender, and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is nearydoalso, when you see these things
happening, know that it is near—at the doors! (ME3K28-30)

One statement in this chapter in Mark has promptede people to feel comfortable about the
probable future distance of the end times. Jestsisaverse 10 that “the gospel must first be
preached to all the nations.” However, it is natidental that He places this comment in the middle
of a discussion of the persecution of believersheir interrogation by the authorities and their
betrayal even by family members.

We might then surmise that this final global evdistje event could happen rather quickly. Given
the dizzying speed of technological advances indawyr it is not hard to imagine that in another
decade or two the reach of media communicationsingigsily support a simultaneous universal
presentation of the gospel. Perhaps the very paetisacof which Christ spoke will provide the
context for Christian testimony to reach to thesafithe earth, as people witness the strength of
the believers’ faith and perhaps even some accoynamiracles.

Then too, it's also possible that this communicatould be enhanced supernaturally. After all, in
the opening hours of our present church era wettagad

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devaart,rfrom every nation under heaven.

And when this sound occurred, the multitude cargetteer, and were confused, because

everyone heard them speak in his own language. thegrnwere all amazed and marveled,
saying to one another, "Look, are not all these sfmak Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each in our own language in which we wer@bot . We hear them speaking in our
own tongues the wonderful works of God." (Acts 8;51)

Rather than envisioning this final harvest everthinithe limits of our present-day methods, we
might be wiser to see it as simply God’s soveréngathering of the harvest at the end of this
age—however it will happen.

Dear reader, it is because of what seems to benjwecedented merging of so many factors that |
feel compelled to exhort you through these writingthe “approaching Day” is actually this near,
then we are fools if we do not diligently seek antl put into practice the preparations and
disciplines the Bible prescribes, so we might éytready for its arrival.
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Chapter Two - Will God Heal Our Land?

Anyone who spends time on the internet has alnersaioly encountered the many well-crafted
warnings about the frightening times in which wesliThere seems to be no end of strong
commentaries, creative videos, and other presentategarding the political precariousness, the
moral collapse, and the spiritual pollutions of day. If words alone could turn the course of
history, then surely our moment in time would bghthy steerable.

However, many sincere believers have reached tim wbere they understand that our society is
now reeling out of control. In their desperatioome have found comfort in the promise given in Il
Chronicles 7:14: “If My people who are called by Mgme will humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, thesll hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land.”

As appropriate and as reassuring as this promisedsp we must be careful not to separate it from
the context in which it was given. Modern Chrisidrave a propensity to “pluck the positives”
from what are often quite sobering surroundingsil®od is indeed a God of great mercy,
scripture clearly reveals that He has limits to pisience. We must always take the Bible as a
whole, not as an array of options from which we p&hk and choose.

The story in Il Chronicles which contains the abpvemise actually begins in chapter five.
Solomon had finished building the temple, an “eedilhouse” fashioned according to God’s precise
specifications. To celebrate the occasion, thesldées had sacrificed more animals than could be
counted. They had triumphantly brought the arkhef¢ovenant into the temple, and amidst the
enthusiastic praises of the people, God’s clouglady filled His house.

By this time Solomon had been king over Israeldioleast eleven years. He had also received from
God a special gift of wisdom at the beginning &f t@ign. He had therefore discerned a number of
clearly defined situations which he knew would riegGod’s assistance. As the worship swelled
around him, these needs were on his mind.

Chapter six opens with Solomon’s pronouncementhbdtad now fulfilled the agreement his
father David had made with God, that David’s somldduild in the city of Jerusalem a glorious
house in which God could dwell. Solomon then stepp®o a bronze platform he had placed in
front of the altar, and raising his hands to heaherknelt before God and began to pray.

Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens canntaticdfou. How much less this temple
which | have built! Yet regard the prayer of Yoengant and his supplication, O Lord my
God, and listen to the cry and the prayer whichrysarvant is praying before You: that
Your eyes may be open toward this temple day agldt rioward the place where You said
You would put Your name, that You may hear the prayhich Your servant makes toward
this place. And may You hear the supplications ofilYservant and of Your people Israel,
when they pray toward this place. Hear from heasewmr dwelling place, and when You
hear, forgive.

He followed this opening statement with seven degroblems which concerned him.
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1. If anyone sins against his neighbor, and isdoro take an oath, and comes and takes an
oath before Your altar in this temple, then heanmfiheaven, and act, and judge Your
servants, bringing retribution on the wicked bynlging his way on his own head, and
justifying the righteous by giving him accordinghis righteousness.

Without such tools as fingerprinting, video camemasDNA testing, the guilt or innocence of a
person could be determined only by actual withesA#een there were none, the accused would
come before the altar and swear that he was inho8elomon was asking God to make the final
determination in these cases.

2. Or if Your people Israel are defeated beforemamy because they have sinned against
You, and return and confess Your name, and prayraia supplication before You in this
temple, then hear from heaven and forgive the sioar people Israel, and bring them
back to the land which You gave to them and tradhdrs.

This appears to describe a prisoner-of-war scend8dlmmon understood that God did not bless
efforts in battle when His people had sinned. Solerasked God to forgive and rescue them when
they repented and turned back to Him.

3. When the heavens are shut up and there is mbdbeaause they have sinned against You,
when they pray toward this place and confess Yauna) and turn from their sin because
You afflict them, then hear in heaven, and forglve sin of Your servants, Your people
Israel, that You may teach them the good way irctvithey should walk; and send rain on
Your land which You have given to Your people asrdneritance.

Another consequence of sin might be drought. Whea &flicted the nation in this manner until
they acknowledged their sin, Solomon was agaimaskir forgiveness. He saw this pattern as a
training effort, to “teach them the good way in aththey should walk,” so God’s blessings could
continue in their land.

4. When there is famine in the land, pestilencblight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers;
when their enemies besiege them in the land of ti@ges; whatever plague or whatever
sickness there is; whatever prayer, whatever stgdin is made by anyone, or by all Your
people Israel, when each one knows his own burddrhis own grief, and spreads out his
hands to this temple: then hear from heaven Yowlldwg place, and forgive, and give to
everyone according to all his ways, whose heart Mow (for You alone know the hearts
of the sons of men), that they may fear You, tokvialYour ways as long as they live in the
land which You gave to our fathers.

This list was more comprehensive, and included bathral disasters and human oppression—all
of which were designed by God to bring His peoplespentance. We should notice Solomon’s
understanding that in this training process Godtahed only with the entire nation (“by all Your
people Israel”), but also on an individual levekfien each one knows his own burden and his own
grief”).

5. Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is noYofir people Israel, but has come from a

far country for the sake of Your great name andrfoighty hand and Your outstretched
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arm, when they come and pray in this temple; thesr from heaven Your dwelling place,
and do according to all for which the foreignelds&b You, that all peoples of the earth may
know Your name and fear You, as do Your peopleslsend that they may know that this
temple which | have built is called by Your name.

Solomon here asked God to respond to foreignershadddeard of His power and who traveled—
sometimes great distances—to pray in the temple.

6. When Your people go out to battle against taeegmies, wherever You send them, and
when they pray to You toward this city which Yowhlahosen and the temple which | have
built for Your name, then hear from heaven theatyer and their supplication, and maintain
their cause.

This request applied to those times when the lisegelere away from Jerusalem. When the people
could not actually go to the temple, Solomon asked to accept prayers that were prayed “toward
the city.”

7. When they sin against You (for there is no ohe @oes not sin), and You become angry
with them and deliver them to the enemy, and th&g them captive to a land far or near;
yet when they come to themselves in the land wtierg were carried captive, and repent,
and make supplication to You in the land of thaptvity, saying, 'We have sinned, we
have done wrong, and have committed wickednessl;when they return to You with all
their heart and with all their soul in the landlogir captivity, where they have been carried
captive, and pray toward their land which You gevéheir fathers, the city which You have
chosen, and toward the temple which | have builtyiour name: then hear from heaven
Your dwelling place their prayer and their supgii@as, and maintain their cause, and
forgive Your people who have sinned against YouwwNoy God, | pray, let Your eyes be
open and let Your ears be attentive to the prayetenin this place.

In this final request, Solomon was addressing tbetreerious matter of all. Unlike the training
process described earlier, he knew there might @pwnt when the people had sinned so
grievously that God would become angry with them-raech so that He would send them into
captivity. Even in this extreme situation, Solonante again asked for forgiveness if the people
would repent “with all their heart and soul,” afidhiey would pray toward the land God had given
to their fathers and toward the temple Solomonbhaltd.

God’s first response to these prayers was to semffém heaven which consumed the offering on
the altar. He also again filled the temple with Hlisry. Seeing this, the people fell on their faces
and worshipped God, and then continued their seesifand feasting for another seven days.
Finally Solomon “sent the people away to their sejayful and glad of heart for the good that the
Lord had done for David, for Solomon, and for Heople Israel” (Il Chronicles 7:10).

Some time later, however, in the privacy of hisrleed, God responded a second time to Solomon
regarding some of the requests he had made.ntti8s conversation that we find the “If My
people” promise.
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Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, andl tealhim: “| have heard your prayer,

and have chosen this place for Myself as a housaamffice. When | shut up heaven and
there is no rain, or command the locusts to detlmaifand, or send pestilence among My
people, if My people who are called by My name WWilimble themselves, and pray and seek
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then ll\wear from heaven, and will forgive

their sin and heal their land.”

Solomon and God both understood that natural dismstere sent as instruments of training,
disciplinary measures designed to root out pricethe other “wicked ways” of the people. But
then God brought up Solomon’s request #7, and\Wwerénd a very different response from that
which the king had sought.

.. .. Butif you turn away and forsake My statuéed My commandments which | have set
before you, and go and serve other gods, and wotiseim, then | will uproot them from

My land which | have given them; and this houseahtihave sanctified for My name | will
cast out of My sight, and will make it a proverldanbyword among all peoples.

And as for this house, which is exalted, everyohe wasses by it will be astonished and
say, “Why has the Lord done thus to this land &mlliouse?” Then they will answer,
“Because they forsook the Lord God of their fatherdso brought them out of the land of
Egypt, and embraced other gods, and worshiped #mehserved them; therefore He has
brought all this calamity on them.”

Normal human pride and “wicked ways” required calghastening hand. However, the deliberate
choice not only to forsake God and His commandmdnisalso to worship and serve other gods,
was an entirely different category of evil. Solomomis request had mentioned that it might make
God angry, but he probably did not realize the mixté that anger. God promised that should the
people rebel in this fashion, not only would Hedsérem into captivity, but He would also destroy
the very temple He had once inhabited, making mlgect of scorn for all who passed by.

As we read on in the Old Testament, we find thist ihexactly what took place. After many, many
warnings through His prophets, God reached thetpdino return and gave the people over to
these foreign gods and the nations who served tiddmie nearly all of the prophetic books carry
some aspect of this theme, a good example is fouderemiah, where the prophet is pleading with
God to forgive the sinful Israelites.

Have You utterly rejected Judah?

Has Your soul loathed Zion?

Why have You stricken us so that there is no hgdbn us?
We looked for peace, but there was no good;

And for the time of healing, and there was trouble.

We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness

And the iniquity of our fathers,

For we have sinned against You.

Do not abhor us, for Your name's sake;

Do not disgrace the throne of Your glory.

Remember, do not break Your covenant with us. (dixte 14:19-21)
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There had been times that God had been swayedsgrgument. Once when He was ready to
destroy the Israelites for their faithlessness, éddsad intervened.

Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and shatd, why does Your wrath burn hot
against Your people whom You have brought out eflimd of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speaaH, say, ‘He brought them out to
harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and tostone them from the face of the earth’?
Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from thiarim to Your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to wioonswore by Your own self, and said
to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as tliars of heaven; and all this land that | have
spoken of | give to your descendants, and they sitadrit it forever.” So the Lord relented
from the harm which He said He would do to His geofExodus 32:11-14)

But now even the mention of disgrace in the eyestlodér nations, or the reminder of the covenant
itself, could not change God’s determination tageitHis people. Here is His response to
Jeremiah’s plea.

Then the Lord said to me, “Even if Moses and Sarstogld before Me, My mind would not
be favorable toward this people. Cast them out pfsiht, and let them go forth. And it
shall be, if they say to you, ‘Where should we gb@n you shall tell them, ‘Thus says the
Lord:

“Such as are for death, to death;

And such as are for the sword, to the sword;

And such as are for the famine, to the famine;

And such as are for the captivity, to the captivitideremiah 15:1-2)

As we look back across the centuries at this drardéplay of wrath, we may have a tendency to
see this as only Israel's problem. But | believe whser approach is to see it as revealing God’s
eternal nature. He is indeed a compassionate fatheidisciplines His children so they might be
freed from their bent toward wickedness. But imiahigher sense, He is almighty God who in the
end cannot compromise His own honor and holiness.

Thus when He allowed a nation to be “called by kéime,” they were given a sacred trust and a
solemn responsibility to bear that name faithfullize decision of Israel to scorn and reject the God
of their fathers to follow other gods was somethimgch greater than human-level sin—it was
divine adultery, and after much warning, God urtkeaisHis righteous wrath against them.

| personally believe the United States of Ameria hation birthed out of a specific desire to
worship the Christian God. Among other things, government was established with a deep
respect for Christian virtue and truth, and overybars we have received great favor from the
Creator. If there has in fact been another natesides Israel upon whom God has imprinted His
name, the United States would arguably be thabnati

But even if you believe it is wrong to call our ioat a “Christian” nation (or more accurately, a
“previously Christian” nation), there can be litjaestion that God has chosen to put His name on
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those who are in His church, regardless of thdipnality. James quotes Amos regarding this
matter in Acts 15:16-17:

After this | will return

And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which Ha#len down;
| will rebuild its ruins,

And | will set it up;

So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,

Evenall the Gentiles who are called by My name

Says the Lord who does all these things.

It's fairly safe to conclude that our nation aslaoke is rapidly losing most of the vestiges of its
Christian origins. But the question comes, will Gad honor the repentance of “we His people who
are called by His name” in our day? Can the chitsgif, through authentic humility and fervent
prayer and the abandonment of our wicked ways, digon His mercy even as Abraham persuaded
God to spare Sodom for the sake of a few faithélilevers (see Genesis 18)?

Or are we entering a season of exile and persegwtiobme when the judgments of God will begin
(as foretold in | Peter 4:17) in God’s own houde”lve a valid understanding of those words He
spoke to Solomon in the quiet of the night thousasfdyears ago, then the crux of our answer as
well depends on our loyalty to Jehovah as beingroerand only god.

In other words, the critical question is this: ied3still fully god of His church? | am becoming
convinced that very few of us really understand ivehtalse god is. We tend to think in terms of the
little idols or the Asherah poles so frequently ti@med in the Old Testament, and find comfort in
our disinterest in such objects. If we go no furth@an this, we may be at serious risk of missing
God'’s actual displeasure with us and may in faatdrelidates for His just retribution.

We will return to this question later, but firstvant to consider another common response to the
prospect of pending judgment, which is the asswngtiat God will supernaturally rescue His
people out of it. Many believe that because weilivéhe era of grace, we no longer have any
reason to concern ourselves with the multitudecapgural warnings. In the next chapter we will
examine one of the focal points of this assumptiloa belief in a “pre-tribulation” rapture that
would remove true believers out of harm’s way dgi@od’s end-time judgments.
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Chapter 3- What About the Rapture?

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven wattshout, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ wde first. Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the cldodseet the Lord in the air” (I Thessalonians
4:16-17).

It will be a moment of unspeakable glory and wonéteetold by the angels to the disciples as they
stared at the clouds where they had last seen.J&&e1s of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken upylwarmto heaven, will so come in like manner
as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

Unlike His first entry as an infant, the re-entramd Christ into the earth’s atmosphere will be
much different. Jesus will descend from heaveméndiouds. The “dead in Christ” will then gather
with Him, having been raised from somewhere (wetdarow exactly where). Then “we who are
alive and remain” on earth will join them, neverb separated again.

There is a popular idea which teaches that theiraptill happen quietly, that Christ will catch
away His followers in order to spare them from gneat trials which are to take place in the final
days of history. | believe this is contrary notytd the word of scripture, but also to the pattain
God’s dealings with His people throughout history.

The scriptures are not hard to understand. YouJeseis’ own disciples wanted to know about the
end times, and He was not reluctant to explairetaitlwhat will happen.

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the discigi@se to Him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be? And what will be thensid Your coming, and of the end of the
age?”

And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heeddhane deceives you. For many will
come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,” andlw#éceive many. And you will hear of
wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not kedybor all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will @gainst nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilenceg] aarthquakes in various places. All
these are the beginning of sorrows.

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation andlkiou, and you will be hated by all nations
for My name's sake. And then many will be offendgill, betray one another, and will hate
one another. Then many false prophets will risangbdeceive many. And because
lawlessness will abound, the love of many will groold. But he who endures to the end
shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom laallpreached in all the world as a witness
to all the nations, and then the end will come.

Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desmidtspoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let limderstand), then let those who are in

Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is orhitigsetop not go down to take anything
out of his house. And let him who is in the fielot go back to get his clothes. But woe to
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those who are pregnant and to those who are nubsinigs in those days! And pray that

your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbdtbr then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of thiel waotil this time, no, nor ever shall be.
And unless those days were shortened, no fleshddmrikaved; but for the elect's sake those
days will be shortened.

Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the §&Hror ‘There!” do not believe it. For false
christs and false prophets will rise and show gsests and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect. See, | have told you beforehand.

Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in thesért!” do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the
inner rooms!” do not believe it. For as the ligingnicomes from the east and flashes to the
west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man ba:. wherever the carcass is, there the
eagles will be gathered together.

Immediately after the tribulation of those days $hie will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light; the stars will fall from heavesnd the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appe&eaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Maming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. And He will send His angellh a great sound of a trumpet, and
they will gather together His elect from the founds, from one end of heaven to the other.
(Matthew 24:3-31)

The progression is quite clear in this passagst,Fhve world will enter a season of sorrows, with
deceptions, international wars, and natural disasiext there will be a time of “tribulation”
involving persecution, betrayals, and martyrdorhseéms evident that this sorrow and stress will
especially affect those who follow Christ. Yet sdroe during this time the gospel will be
preached to all nations.

This period will escalate into “great tribulatisych as has not been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.” ltiMbe characterized by extreme deceptions, so
powerful that even the elect will be in danger eing deceived. This is our enemy’s greatest
hour—which God Himself permits, but which He alstértens.” When God’s purposes have been
accomplished, He will then rapture His church.

Paul refers to this same sequence (of tribulatefore the rapture) in his second letter to the
Thessalonians.

Now, brethrenconcerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ andgathering together

to Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind obtexlj either by spirit or by word or
by letter, as if from us, as though the day of &ttfniad come. Let no one deceive you by any
means; fothat Day will not come unless the falling away cerfiest, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes anliseiianself above all that is called God or
that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in timple of God, showing himself that he is
God. (Il Thessalonians 2:1-4)
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The day of Christ’s return will be no ordinary d&n the contrary, He specifically said His coming
will be preceded by terrifying changes in natubhes darkening of the sun and moon, the falling of
stars, and great earthquakes. We find that sanueipiiésn elsewhere, for example in Joel 2:10,11:

The earth quakes before them,

The heavens tremble;

The sun and moon grow dark,

And the stars diminish their brightness.

The Lord gives voice before His army,

For His camp is very great;

For strong is the One who executes His word.
For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible;
Who can endure it?

There will also be nothing confusing or secretitdewdt His appearing.

For as the lightning that flashes out of one pades heaven shines to the other part under
heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His dayke 17:24).

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in legwand then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man comorgthe clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. And He will send His angels withraat sound of a trumpet, and they will
gather together His elect from the four winds, frone end of heaven to the other.
(Matthew 24:30,31)

An earlier writer described it in this manner:

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God will shine forth.

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent;
A fire shall devour before Him,

And it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.

He shall call to the heavens from above,

And to the earth, that He may judge His people:
“Gather My saints together to Me,

Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacfifice
Let the heavens declare His righteousness,

For God Himself is Judge. (Psalms 50:2-6)

Some have argued that God has historically resEligeople in times of disaster, and thus we too
will be spared the hardships of the tribulatione¥ipoint to such incidents as the story of Noah
(Genesis 6-8) or of Rahab (Joshua 6). This is wtierelistinction we examined earlier is helpful.
There are two reasons God sends sufferings ansteiisaThe first is to train and to purify; the
second is to punish. God is not angry with Hisdreih, but He is very serious about chastening us
so we will become holy (see Proverbs 3:11,12 angeR&on 3:19). His wrath will be directed
against those who have rejected Him and will follfeer the rapture.
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From what we are told, when the Day of the Loravas (heralded by the appearing of Christ in the
clouds), most of God'’s saints will be caught ugwtim into the heavens, having been purified
during the preceding time of tribulation (the Greedd for tribulationthlipsis literally means
pressure). However, Revelation speaks of 144,0@@lises who will be “sealed” and thus
somehow protected through the unprecedented sedstod’s wrath ¢rge, which means violent
anger or vengeance).

And the kings of the earth, the great men, the mem, the commanders, the mighty men,
every slave and every free man, hid themselvesdartaves and in the rocks of the
mountains, and said to the mountains and rockdl, 6Raus and hide us from the face of
Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath ef ltlamb! For the great day of His wrath
has come, and who is able to stand?”

After these things | saw four angels standing atfttur corners of the earth, holding the four
winds of the earth, that the wind should not blowtlee earth, on the sea, or on any tree.
Then | saw another angel ascending from the eagindp the seal of the living God. And he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whibrvas granted to harm the earth and the
sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea,etrées till we have sealed the servants of
our God on their foreheads.” And | heard the nundf¢hose who were sealed. One
hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribéghe children of Israel were sealed.
(Revelation 6:15-7:4)

Immediately after these men are sealed, John seg®at multitude which no one could number, of
all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, stanoifigre the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes, with palm branches in their hgrad=l crying out with a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the ter@and to the Lamb!”” Then one of the elders
asks him, “Who are these arrayed in white robed vémere did they come from?” When John
cannot answer, the elder explains, “These areriee who come out of the great tribulation, and
washed their robes and made them white in the bbdbdise Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9-14)

For anyone who believes the testimony of scriptilime rapture must be accepted as a certain event.
However | believe those who patrticipate in it, whaee alive and remain” when Christ comes to
gather them to Himself, will have been purifiedalngh the intense tribulation pressure. If we are
wise, we will not allow ourselves to be deceivediy idea that we may be whisked away before
the distresses come. What better tactic than thikloour enemy have contrived to ensure that
many, many people will be unprepared when the tifrtesting comes?

Nor can we allow ourselves to be lulled by the canrargument that since every generation has
thought they were in the end times and all of ti@wve been wrong, why should we think ours will
be different? In Peter’s final words to the churtlis very possibility was heavy on his heart.

Beloved, | now write to you this second epistlel{oth of which [ stir up your pure minds
by way of reminder), that you may be mindful of therds which were spoken before by
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of @sagiostles of the Lord and Savior,
knowing this first: that scoffers will come in thest days, walking according to their own
lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His i@ For since the fathers fell asleep, all
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things continue as they were from the beginningreétion.” For this they willfully forget:
that by the word of God the heavens were of old,the earth standing out of water and in
the water, by which the world that then existedgterd, being flooded with water. But the
heavens and the earth which are now preservedebsatime word, are reserved for fire until
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, thatwhe Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord isaak sbncerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward uswilling that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in thight, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will mvéh fervent heat; both the earth and the
works that are in it will be burned up. Therefamce all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy aohdnd godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, becausehath the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fent heat? Nevertheless we, according to
His promise, look for new heavens and a new earthich righteousness dwells. (Il Peter
3:1-13)

The Day of the Lord is definitely coming. | perstind®elieve it is coming very soon. If | am right,
then Peter’s question is the most important oneaveask: “What manner of persons ought we to
be in holy conduct and godliness?” But before waagar this, let us look a little more closely at
what the Bible teaches us about the nature ofgghecaching Day.
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Chapter 4 - The Day of theLord

There are two prevalent themes throughout scriptinieh describe the Day of the Lord. First, it
will be a day of unspeakable wrath and vengeanaeaBo, it will be a day of powerful restoration
and grace. | think the easiest way to join thegettzer is simply to see them as sequential. Gdd wil
pour out His wrath following the rapture, after afiChrist and the saints will return to earth ti@ ru
for the thousand-year “day” that is the final pomntiof human history.

The Old Testament prophets depict the coming waatth remarkable consistency. While some of
these warnings may also have applied to the penddgments faced by Israel and Judah at that
time, | believe their universal scope and dramseierity point to a supernatural outpouring of
wrath which is better fitted to the end-time contex

Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with bethth and fierce anger, to lay the land
desolate; and He will destroy its sinners fronfrar the stars of heaven and their
constellations will not give their light; the sunlvbe darkened in its going forth, and the
moon will not cause its light to shine. (Isaiah@20)

Behold, disaster shall go forth from nation to oatiand a great whirlwind shall be raised
up from the farthest parts of the earth. And at tizgy the slain of the Lord shall be from one
end of the earth even to the other end of the eahtéy shall not be lamented, or gathered,
or buried; they shall become refuse on the gro(letemiah 25:32-33)

“Surely in that day there shall be a great eartkguia the land of Israel, so that the fish of
the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beaste dield, all creeping things that creep on the
earth, and all men who are on the face of the edudali shake at My presence. The
mountains shall be thrown down, the steep placak fsitl, and every wall shall fall to the
ground. I will call for a sword against Gog throoghall My mountains,” says the Lord
God. “Every man's sword will be against his brotierd | will bring him to judgment with
pestilence and bloodshed; | will rain down on ham,his troops, and on the many peoples
who are with him, flooding rain, great hailston®, and brimstone. Thus | will magnify
Myself and sanctify Myself, and | will be known tine eyes of many nations. Then they
shall know that | am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 38:19-23)

Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in iMyy mountain! Let all the inhabitants

of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is @og) for it is at hand: a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,thle morning clouds spread over the
mountains. (Joel 2:1-2)

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For wyaatd is the day of the Lord to you? It
will be darkness, and not light. It will be as tigbua man fled from a lion, and a bear met
him! Or as though he went into the house, leansd&nd on the wall, and a serpent bit him!
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not lighi®?not very dark, with no brightness in

it? (Amos 5:18-20)

The great day of the Lord is near; it is near aasténs quickly. The noise of the day of the
Lord is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry otihat day is a day of wrath, a day of
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trouble and distress, a day of devastation andlaeso, a day of darkness and gloominess,
a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trurapé alarm against the fortified cities
and against the high towers. (Zephaniah 1:14-16)

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an mvand all the proud, yes, all who do
wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is camishall burn them up,” says the Lord of
hosts, “that will leave them neither root nor biari¢Malachi 4:1)

Certain details of this season of wrath reverbefateugh the scriptures. For example, God’s fury is
frequently characterized by great physical poverngiuding what Ezekiel calls “the terrible arrows
of famine which shall be for destruction” (Ezekiel 6). There is also a description in Joel 2 of an
eerie army that will sweep over the land.

A people come, great and strong, the like of whasiever been; nor will there ever be
any such after them, even for many successive geoes. A fire devours before them, and
behind them a flame burns; the land is like thed®arof Eden before them, and behind
them a desolate wilderness; surely nothing shaligsthem. . . Before them the people
writhe in pain; all faces are drained of color.eyhun like mighty men, they climb the wall
like men of war; every one marches in formatiord #irey do not break ranks. They do not
push one another; every one marches in his owmuulThough they lunge between the
weapons, they are not cut down. They run to anéhftbe city, they run on the wall; they
climb into the houses, they enter at the windows & thief. . . .The Lord gives voice before
His army, for His camp is very great; for stronghe One who executes His word. For the
day of the Lord is great and very terrible; who eanure it?

Many of the prophecies speak of a great shakitgeo&arth, where mountains are leveled or even
melted.

A fire goes before Him, and burns up His enemiesmdoabout. His lightnings light the
world; the earth sees and trembles. The mountagtslike wax at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earthal(®s 97:3-5)

The mountains quake before Him, the hills melt, tredearth heaves at His presence, yes,
the world and all who dwell in it. (Nahum 1:5)

The mountains will melt under Him, and the valleyB split like wax before the fire, like
waters poured down a steep place. (Micah 1:4)

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in thight, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will mvéh fervent heat; both the earth and the
works that are in it will be burned up. (Il Petet®

Some have speculated that this will involve sonmel kif nuclear event. Zechariah 14:12 fearsomely
supports this possibility.
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And this shall be the plague with which the Lordl wirike all the people who fought
against Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve wihiég/ stand on their feet, their eyes shall
dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues ghs#olve in their mouths.

The residues from these explosions may in facebpansible for what two of the prophets call “the
day of clouds and thick darkness” (Joel 2:2 anchdemh 1:15) which will effectively prevent any
light from the sun, moon or stars from reachingehgh.

Of course, the most extensive description of i tof wrath is found in chapters eight through
eighteen of the book of Revelation. Here we firatiss not only of unspeakable hardship and
disaster, but also of mighty battles fought botrearth and in the realm of the supernatural.

But eventually, the holy anger of God will be siid.

After these things | heard a loud voice of a grealtitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honor and power belon¢péoiord our God! For true and
righteous are His judgments, because He has juithgegreat harlot who corrupted the earth
with her fornication; and He has avenged on hebtbed of His servants shed by her.”
(Revelation 19:1-2)

Yet despite the extensive devastation, the eaitlomly still exists, but there are people who have
survived all the destruction. It is at this poiat¢ording to the account in Revelation) that Chiast
enters our history as the conquering King.

Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white hérsg He who sat on him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judgelsnaakes war. His eyes were like a
flame of fire, and on His head were many crownshbi@ a name written that no one knew
except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dippetlood, and His name is called The
Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothedne finen, white and clean, followed
Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goesagtsword, that with it He should
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule thenithva rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of AiImighbdGAnd He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written: King of Kings and Lord of dsr (Revelation 19:11-16)

As we can see, this King will be anything but gentith His enemies. He apparently arrives at the
scene of Armageddon, which is described in dataizekiel 38 and 39. He and His armies capture
the beast and the false prophet, cast them inttakieeof fire, and destroy all their followers. Nex

an angel from heaven chains up Satan and shutagimthe bottomless pit where he will remain
for the duration of the Millennium (see Revelat@i1-3).

In addition to the army of saints, Christ also gamnwith Him those who are to rule. If we read
Revelation chronologically, the beast arises togroaiter the rapture. These rulers may thus be (or
at least include) the 144,000 who were sealed girdliat season, but who immediately thereafter
appear in heaven—probably because they are finalyyred (see Revelation 13:11 through 14:5).

And | saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgmeas committed to them. Then | saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded fonitaiess to Jesus and for the word of God,
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who had not worshiped the beast or his image, addbt received his mark on their
foreheads or on their hands. And they lived angheil with Christ for a thousand years.
But the rest of the dead did not live again uti@d thousand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he whoeas in the first resurrection. Over such the
second death has no power, but they shall be praéstod and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4-6)

At this point Revelation skips directly to the esfdhe Millennium. However, the prophecies of the
Old Testament give us many insights to what thesesywill look like. The primary characteristic
of this era will be the centrality of Christ. Cotésr again this passage from Isaiah:

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the i@mf wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledgnd of the fear of the Lord. His delight
is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not jutigethe sight of His eyes, nor decide by the
hearing of His ears; but with righteousness Hel $haddje the poor, and decide with equity
for the meek of the earth; He shall strike thelewiith the rod of His mouth, and with the
breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteness shall be the belt of His loins, and
faithfulness the belt of His waist. (Isaiah 11:2-5)

As a result of His sovereign protection and perfiedgments, there will be great tranquility.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leaghahall lie down with the young goat, the
calf and the young lion and the fatling togethed a little child shall lead them. The cow
and the bear shall graze; their young ones sleatldivn together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. (Isaiah 11:6-7)

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “Thatll raise to David a Branch of
righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper,exedute judgment and righteousness in
the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, areklswill dwell safely; now this is His name
by which He will be called: The Lord Our Righteoass.” (Jeremiah 23:5-6)

All your children shall be taught by the Lord, ayr@at shall be the peace of your children.
In righteousness you shall be established; you bkdhr from oppression, for you shall not
fear; and from terror, for it shall not come neauylndeed they shall surely assemble, but
not because of Me. Whoever assembles against yufalhfor your sake. (Isaiah 54:13-
15)

It will also be a season of plenty and a time aflimg).

Then He will give the rain for your seed with whigbu sow the ground, and bread of the
increase of the earth; it will be fat and plentifial that day your cattle will feed in large
pastures. . . .Moreover the light of the moon Wélas the light of the sun, and the light of
the sun will be sevenfold, as the light of seveysdan the day that the Lord binds up the
bruise of His people and heals the stroke of theund. (Isaiah 30:23,26)

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with taeompense of God; He will come
and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shalljemed, and the ears of the deaf shall be
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unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deertfatongue of the dumb sing. For waters
shall burst forth in the wilderness, and streanthéndesert. (Isaiah 35:4-6)

As | examined the many prophetic passages in pagparfor this writing | gradually became aware
of a strong, consistent pattern. In almost evesgubsion there was a specific mention of either
Israel, Judah, or both. It then dawned on me thaftfinal “day” of history will actually be the
fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham.

And | will establish My covenant between Me and yma your descendants after you in
their generations, for an everlasting covenanbgt@&od to you and your descendants after
you. Also | give to you and your descendants after the land in which you are a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possesaml | will be their God. (Genesis 17:7-
8)

After four thousand years that witnessed the coatifailures of His people, and after the fullness
of the punishments God promised they would recéitreey broke their side of the covenant, their
Messiah will finally come to the children of Jacatd will gather them from the ends of the earth
back to their promised land.

But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, @Jagnd He who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called gy your name; you are Mine. . . .Fear
not, for I am with you; | will bring your descendarirom the east, and gather you from the
west; | will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ atmlthe south, ‘Do not keep them back!
Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from ¢inels of the earth—everyone who is
called by My name, whom | have created for My gjdryave formed him, yes, | have made
him.” (Isaiah 43:1,5-7)

For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and ransomeddnmttie hand of one stronger than he.
Therefore they shall come and sing in the heigldiofh, streaming to the goodness of the
Lord—for wheat and new wine and oil, for the youwrfghe flock and the herd; their souls
shall be like a well-watered garden, and they sfatlow no more at all. (Jeremiah 31:11-
12)

“In those days and in that time,” says the Lordhé&Tchildren of Israel shall come, they and
the children of Judah together; with continual wegphey shall come, and seek the Lord
their God. They shall ask the way to Zion, withithiaces toward it, saying, ‘Come and let
us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual conettaat will not be forgotten.” (Jeremiah
50:4-5)

“I will set My glory among the nations; all the mats shall see My judgment which | have
executed, and My hand which | have laid on themth®douse of Israel shall know that |
am the Lord their God from that day forward. ThentBes shall know that the house of
Israel went into captivity for their iniquity; begse they were unfaithful to Me, therefore |
hid My face from them. | gave them into the handh&fir enemies, and they all fell by the
sword. According to their uncleanness and accorttirieir transgressions | have dealt
with them, and hidden My face from them.” Thereftimes says the Lord God: “Now | will
bring back the captives of Jacob, and have merdh@mwhole house of Israel; and | will be
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jealous for My holy name—atfter they have bornerteeame, and all their unfaithfulness in
which they were unfaithful to Me, when they dwelfedy in their own land and no one
made them afraid. When | have brought them baak tite peoples and gathered them out
of their enemies’ lands, and | am hallowed in therthe sight of many nations, then they
shall know that | am the Lord their God, who sérn into captivity among the nations, but
also brought them back to their land, and left noindaem captive any longer. And | will

not hide My face from them anymore; for | shall @gpoured out My Spirit on the house of
Israel,” says the Lord God. (Ezekiel 39:21-29)

Thus says the Lord: “I will return to Zion, and dinve the midst of Jerusalem. Jerusalem
shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountaintleé Lord of hosts, the Holy Mountain.” ....
Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, | will savg people from the land of the east and
from the land of the west; I will bring them baekd they shall dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem. They shall be My people and | will lertod, in truth and righteousness.”
(Zechariah 8:3,7,8)

| realize some people have associated this prongigdreering of Israel with the events that took
place in 1948. However, it should be noted thatetlhe much in these passages that does not yet
apply. For one thing, many descendents of Jacobatideturn to Jerusalem at that time. Also, it is
certainly not yet true that those now living inulalem “sorrow no more at all.”

Moreover, scripture speaks of a “great highway't thidl be built in that day, upon which God’s
people will travel in safety, with no danger of fgiost.

A highway shall be there, and a road, and it dbaltalled the Highway of Holiness. The
unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall beottiers. Whoever walks the road, although a
fool, shall not go astray. No lion shall be therer shall any ravenous beast go up on it; it
shall not be found there. But the redeemed shdk thare, and the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with singing, witledasting joy on their heads. They shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighinty #ba away. (Isaiah 35:8-10)

One of the significant features of the Messiahiggkiom will be the presence of a glorious new
temple, which will be both the center of His govasnt and a place of great peace.

Behold, the Man whose name is the Branch! Frompléise He shall branch out, and He
shall build the temple of the Lord; yes, He shalldthe temple of the Lord. He shall bear
the glory, and shall sit and rule on His throneHsoshall be a priest on His throne, and the
counsel of peace shall be between them both. (Ziethé:12-13)

For thus says the Lord of hosts: “Once more (@ ligtle while) | will shake heaven and
earth, the sea and dry land; and | will shake atllams, and they shall come to the Desire of
All Nations, and | will fill this temple with glory says the Lord of hosts. “The silver is
Mine, and the gold is Mine,” says the Lord of ho&the glory of this latter temple shall be
greater than the former,” says the Lord of hosdad'in this place | will give peace,” says
the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:6-9)
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Probably the most miraculous aspect of this Messiangn, however, will be the changes He will
make in the hearts of His people. After six thoulsgmars of evidence that humans cannot purify
themselves, God promises to make them holy.

For | will set My eyes on them for good, and | vidting them back to this land; | will build
them and not pull them down, and | will plant thand not pluck them up. Then I will give
them a heart to know Me, that | am the Lord; areytshall be My people, and | will be their
God, for they shall return to Me with their wholednt. (Jeremiah 24:6-7)

For | will take you from among the nations, gatieu out of all countries, and bring you
into your own land. Then | will sprinkle clean wat you, and you shall be clean; | will
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from ally idols. | will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit within you; | will take the hearftstone out of your flesh and give you a
heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you anchuse you to walk in My statutes, and you
will keep My judgments and do them. Then you stedéll in the land that | gave to your
fathers; you shall be My people, and | will be y@od. (Ezekiel 36:24-28)

In that day you shall not be shamed for any of yameds in which you transgress against
Me; for then | will take away from your midst thoato rejoice in your pride, and you shall
no longer be haughty in My holy mountain. | wilales in your midst a meek and humble
people, and they shall trust in the name of thelLdhe remnant of Israel shall do no
unrighteousness and speak no lies, nor shall atfié¢engue be found in their mouth; for
they shall feed their flocks and lie down, and ne shall make them afraid. (Zephaniah
3:11-13)

There is much more to be learned about the Mill@ringdom in scripture, and | encourage you to
search it out. However, there is one last obsemdtneed to make. The ancestors of most of the
people we consider to be Jews today originally pettpd Jerusalem and the region south of it,
commonly called the Southern Kingdom or the Kingdafrdudah. Many more of Jacob’s
descendants lived in the Northern Kingdom (knovao @s the Kingdom of Israel), and after they
were captured by the Assyrians they became dispansz unknown places.

For this reason, it is hard for us to say who thiedeen of Jacob actually are in modern times. Many
nations have claimed to be in their lineage, bly G@od knows His people with certainty.
Nonetheless, there is consistent mention of bateland Judah in these prophecies. We know too
that the 144,000 who will be sealed will come fralitwelve tribes. Jesus Himself told His
disciples, “Assuredly | say to you, that in theeegration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne
of His glory, you who have followed Me will alsa sin twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel” (Matthew 19:28). James wrote his lettefthe twelve tribes which are scattered abroad”
(James 1:1).

Then there is this cryptic comment that Hosea makes

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall beélee sand of the sea, which cannot be
measured or numbered. And it shall come to patsiplace where it was said to them,
“You are not My people,” there it shall be saidhiem, “You are sons of the living God.”
Then the children of Judah and the children ofellsshall be gathered together, and appoint
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for themselves one head; and they shall come upfdbe land, for great will be the day of
Jezreel! (Hosea 1:10-11)

It's even possible that God may resurrect His peapthat day, if we are to believe this prophecy
from Ezekiel:

Therefore prophesy and say to them, “Thus saykdhed God: ‘Behold, O My people, | will
open your graves and cause you to come up fromgmawes, and bring you into the land of
Israel. Then you shall know that | am the Lord, whéave opened your graves, O My
people, and brought you up from your graves. | palt My Spirit in you, and you shall live,
and | will place you in your own land. Then you klkaow that I, the Lord, have spoken it
and performed it,” says the Lord.” (Ezekiel 37:18-1

Thus it is unwise for us to say with certainty wieatd has planned for this final act in earthly
human history. But it will be a long and wonderéua, both for the Israelites and for others who are
alive during these years. For in fact, scriptutks tes that many will come to worship the King in
Jerusalem.

The inhabitants of one city shall go to anotheyjreg “Let us continue to go and pray
before the Lord, and seek the Lord of hosts. | ifiygi# go also.” Yes, many peoples and
strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosigrusalem, and to pray before the
Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts: “In those d&ysrhen from every language of the
nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish mamgay.et us go with you, for we have
heard that God is with you.” (Zechariah 8:21-23)

Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glof the Lord is risen upon you. For
behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, ang daeness the people; but the Lord will
arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon.ythe Gentiles shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. (Is&68kl-3)

After this | will return and will rebuild the tabeacle of David, which has fallen down;

I will rebuild its ruins, and | will set it up; sithat the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
even all the Gentiles who are called by My namgs slae Lord who does all these things.
(Acts 15:16-17)
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Chapter 5- No Other Gods

When we read descriptions of the coming tribulatmmwhen we see a movie depicting
Armageddon, it may all seem completely surreal.tifek about the terrorizing events, we see the
catastrophic scenes on the screen, and it puttl anabur spine. But in the end, when we shut the
book or when we walk out of the theater, nothing teally changed in our lives. We go safely
home to our beds.

| once read an account of the people who were é@ppthe Superdome after the ravages of
hurricane Katrina. Some of them became catatamat,i$, they were completely immobilized by
the unreality of their circumstances. Nothing hagppared them for actually living through an actual
disaster of that magnitude.

An honest reading of the Bible should make us awhfeod’'s deep concern to warn us of events
that could very possibly take place in our lifetirBait because we view so many disasters on a
daily basis that don’t affect us, we have becomaiunized” against the idea of them touching us
personally. From another side, some Christians fiwbas on the grace of God and His blessings
see the unpleasantnesses of life as simply attdckslefeated enemy which can be prayed or even
commanded away. They too don’t expect God to kemtkuffer deeply.

While God does sometimes perform miracles of dedivee—especially to demonstrate His power
to unbelievers who are seeking Him or to those afgoyoung in their Christian walk—He often
seems more concerned to bring His “older” childrea full maturity through the pressures
(thlipsis) He permits them to go through. It is this stréeging process which actually equips us
not only to survive the increasing challenges aftoues, but also to discern and resist the veay re
attempts of our enemy to destroy our faith.

Another belief held in some Christian circles iattbod intends the church to eventually bring His
kingdom to this world by means of our faithful et But Jesus specifically told Pilate, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were tifis world, My servants would fight, so that |
should not be delivered to the Jews; but now Mygé#&om is not from here” (John 18:36). |
personally find the consistent picture of scripteieven in the New Testament—to be that of a
righteous remnant in an evil and unregenerate wdhé subsequent testimony of history also
offers only occasional sparks of societal sanetitych are quickly reabsorbed by the darkness.

If in our day the kingdom of God is only “at handyid if it will not be fully realized until the
Millennial Day, then | believe we should pay cateftiention to the instructions we have been
given regarding how to live within that darknesge& more, if we are in fact now nearing the end
times, then we should be soberly aware that thequs “restraining” of God’s Spirit is now being
“taken out of the way” (Il Thessalonians 2:6,7suking in a far more powerful reign of darkness
than we have heretofore known.

If all we had to deal with was our ordinary wickeds—our lust and selfishness and dishonesty and
pride—that would be challenge enough. But as wenéghin chapter two, the far more dangerous
temptation (both for the Israelites then and foimusur day) is to be drawn after other gods. It is
clear that God specifically protects those (sucBasiel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) who
honor Him and do not bow to other deities. If we tash to be preserved in an increasingly pagan
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society where we are being continually invited—anthetimes even compelled—to follow other
gods, then it is vital that we be able to identifgse gods.

What exactly is a “god”? We are wrong if we thirfkadfalse god only in terms of mythical
creatures or carved statues. Something becomes &lgen it plays a certain role in our lives. A

god provides the standard against which we deterthi@ value of everything else. A god is usually
given a significant part of our attention, our egrur time and our resources—in other words, we
tend to conform ourselves and our lives to whatévergod represents or requires. This is because
we truly believe it will provide us with securityjith comfort, with pleasure, and with personal
worth.

By way of example, here are seven of the many tajbes” | see being worshipped in our
contemporary culture.

1. Wealth This god is easily understood. Paul warned TimotBut those who desire to be rich
fall into temptation and a snare, and into manyisboand harmful lusts which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of moneg reot of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, andgei@ themselves through with many sorrows.” (I
Timothy 6:9-10) Those who pursue wealth tend teeotHeir lives around it, to find their pleasure
primarily in its increase, and to depend on ittfegir significance and security.

2. The environmentWhile aspects of the environment have been wops throughout history
(e.g. sun worship), modern environmentalism tendgotbeyond this. It combines two
assumptions: first, that nature is divine, and sd¢cthat humans are only one among many
components of nature (and a troublesome compondémad. In this religious system, virtue resides
primarily in services that benefit some pristinecept of the natural world, and people are far less
important than the planet.

3. Health Similar to environmentalism, the religion of iéadets the human body as the center of
what is sacred. Exercise and diet and beauty texgtuefine virtuous living. Fat is a moral failure
Smoking is sin and needs to be punished. To gravisdo lose your authority and even your value.

4. TechnologyThere was a time in the past century when pespte convinced that science could
be trusted to solve all problems. In the afternwdttihe world wars that hope has lessened.
However, technology is still a central part of autture’s pursuit of both significance and safety.
Technology is largely responsible for our senseurselves as being little more than a set of
passwords and PIN numbers, orbiting some nebuloopuaterized deity that wisely controls our
destiny.

5. EntertainmentPerhaps the most powerful of modern gods, efmentnt has all but bought our
souls. Very few of us can walk through a day witheeeking after something designed to make us
laugh or cry or cheer or shudder. We pour milliohdollars and hours on the altars of
entertainment. Our finest sons and daughters asngo its worship.

6. Liberty. Unlike the freedom Christ offers—the freedom twosin, the freedom to become fully
alive in Him—our culture encourages us to demaaddom from restraint. We are deceived into
thinking that unrestrained humans will make choites are good not only for themselves but for
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all of society. Despite massive evidence to thereoy, much passion is invested in this grasping
for liberation as the answer to our miseries.

7. Spirituality Fascination with the supernatural can expresff its everything from an infatuation
with angels to deep immersion in the occult. Wheadiiely considers is the stark biblical emphasis
on sin and redemption, preferring the softer liolegsoteric insight or emotion-laden experience.

In most cases, all it takes to determine if oneore of these has become a god to us is to
deliberately turn our attention away from it foleast a few weeks. This will reveal the hold is ha
on us—physically, financially, emotionally, or spially. It's one thing to say we can walk away
from something; it can be far more difficult to lgalo it. Many of these priorities and activities
have been with us all our lives, possibly passetbars by our parents. They not only are well
entwined into our daily schedules and habits, bey bften represent an important part our self-
identity. We don’t know who we would be without the

Yet it is precisely at this point that the warnirggsscripture are most needed. If in fact the
“beginning of sorrows” is actually approaching, riliewill actually matter if we are actually ready
For example, if we cannot practically function—oaybe even more importantly, if we cannot
emotionally survive—without our computers and tedens and cellphones, we will either be at
risk of becoming catatonic in a crisis, or elsewii easily give in to someone who takes them
away from us and then offers them back if we’ll giyn*bow down.”

It is my strong conviction that these present yéare been given to us as a time of preparation.
During this season of relative calm, the trialsd@eencounter should be recognized as God’s
custom-crafted training program to purify and egeggh of us for the days ahead. In every specific
situation of our lives He is working to increase &nowledge of His ways, to sharpen our ability to
hear His voice, to improve our response time wheragks us to obey, and to help us “lay aside
every weight and the sin which so easily ensnaidsbrews 12:1).

This training has really not been optional for &anye child of God in any generation. Back in
Zephaniah’s day, Jerusalem was judged for four spegific failures:

Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, to tppressing city! She has not obeyed His
voice, she has not received correction; she hasumsied in the Lord, she has not drawn
near to her God. (Zephaniah 3:1-2)

If God required these things of a people who omgrtd His voice occasionally through the words
of a few prophets, how much more does He requamtitom those of us in whom His very Spirit
resides?

Yet while it is vitally important for us to recogm the value of this time of preparation for the
coming tribulation, we must also never forget thiatanother level we are already at war. Our
enemy has always been relentless in his efforteteat God’s purposes on earth, and he
continually attacks us on every possible front—esemking to deceive and to destroy those who
have chosen to follow Christ. Unless we are vergfcto set our hearts and minds on the things of
God daily, even hourly, there are many traps inbictvwe can fall.
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1. We can be distracted by sig@od is not the only source of supernatural matateons in our
world, and for many this can become a place of demgs confusion.

If there arises among you a prophet or a dreameéreams, and he gives you a sign or a
wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes to pasghioh he spoke to you, saying, “Let us
go after other gods"—which you have not known—"¢etdus serve them,” you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet or that dreaafeireams, for the Lord your God is
testing you to know whether you love the Lord y@ad with all your heart and with all
your soul. (Deuteronomy 13:1-3)

The coming of the lawless one is according to thekimg of Satan, with all power, signs,
and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deaaptmong those who perish, because
they did not receive the love of the truth, thaytimight be saved. (Il Thessalonians 2:9,10)

2. We can be enticed by our famili&®hile God established family loyalty as a higlopty, it
should never be the highest. Jesus told His desipWhoever does the will of God is My brother
and My sister and mother” (Mark 3:35). Obedienc&tm Himself must supersede every human
tie.

If your brother, the son of your mother, your soryour daughter, the wife of your bosom,
or your friend who is as your own soul, secretl{i@s you, saying, “Let us go and serve
other gods,” which you have not known, neither yiou your fathers, of the gods of the
people which are all around you, near to you oofafrom you, from one end of the earth
to the other end of the earth, you shall not congehim or listen to him. (Deuteronomy
13:6-8)

For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wiuesed his heart after other gods; and
his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as thasheart of his father David. (I Kings
11:4)

Do you suppose that | came to give peace on ehtéid/ou, not at all, but rather division.
For from now on five in one house will be dividé¢kree against two, and two against three.
Father will be divided against son and son agdatker, mother against daughter and
daughter against mother, mother-in-law againstlaeighter-in-law and daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. (Luke 12:51-53)

3. We can be lulled by our “f&tOften prosperity can bring a false sense of sgcand of our own
competence. We then may choose to turn from thiireess of following God, not realizing we do
this to our own peril.

Now therefore, write down this song for yoursehaasg teach it to the children of Israel; put
it in their mouths, that this song may be a witrfesdvie against the children of Israel.
When | have brought them to the land flowing witttkrand honey, of which | swore to
their fathers, and they have eaten and filled tledwves and grown fat, then they will turn to
other gods and serve them; and they will provokeali@é break My covenant.
(Deuteronomy 31:19-20)
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For many walk, of whom | have told you often, amavrtell you even weeping, that they are
the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose endsgusion, whose god is their belly, and
whose glory is in their shame—who set their mincearthly things. (Philippians 3:18-19)

4. We can follow the inclinations of our heai®@ur generation has been taught to trust oumoisti
It takes discipline, determination, and humilitycmnsistently give the principles and priorities of
the Lord precedence over our own understandingslasides.

Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Téags the Lord: ‘In this manner | will
ruin the pride of Judah and the great pride ofskam. This evil people, who refuse to hear
My words, who follow the dictates of their headsd walk after other gods to serve them
and worship them, shall be just like this sash Wiscprofitable for nothing.” (Jeremiah
13:8-10)

Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flissstrength, whose heart departs from
the Lord. For he shall be like a shrub in the deserd shall not see when good comes, but
shall inhabit the parched places in the wildernigsa,salt land which is not inhabited.
(Jeremiah 17:5-6)

Each of these snares comes to us in the form afangchoices. While the circumstances (and the
decisions they require) are sometimes large antuobyoften they are small and subtle. But to see
them as anything other than eternally significartbimiss the fearsome warning of scripture. We
cannot know what we know and dare to disregard it.

The picture | have drawn of the end of the agetsHollywood or science fiction or mythology,
but comes out of my study of God'’s revealed word faom my actual observations of our present
world. If the end of the “sixth day” is as nearl &lieve it to be, you will either be prepared—or
you will not be prepared—for what will inevitably lthe most traumatic period human history has
ever known.

For strong is the One who executes His word. Fedty of the Lord is great and very
terrible; who can endure it? (Joel 2:11)
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Chapter 6 - His Glory Revealed

Every valley shall be exalted and every mountaih laift brought low; the crooked places
shall be made straight and the rough places smtiwiglory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together; for the maaftthe Lord has spoken. (Isaiah 40:4-5)

Thus says the Lord, “Keep justice, and do righteess, for My salvation is about to come,
and My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed isiirewho does this, and the son of man
who lays hold on it.” (Isaiah 56:1-2)

For | consider that the sufferings of this predané are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. For the edragpectation of the creation eagerly waits
for the revealing of the sons of God. (Romans 898,

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning theyfieial which is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened to you; but rejoitlea@xtent that you partake of Christ's
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, yowrakso be glad with exceeding joy. If you
are reproached for the name of Christ, blesseglargfor the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you. (I Peter 4:12-14)

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestmmadsk, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not knasy because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it hasysbteen revealed what we shall be, but
we know that when He is revealed, we shall beHka, for we shall see Him as He is. And
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himgaHt as He is pure. (I John 3:1-3)

We have an understandable propensity when disgusgnend times to think primarily of their
impact on us. But this approach results in a distbview, for it takes our mind away from the fact
that God is the true center of everything. All céation and all of human history only make sense
to the extent that we acknowledge His centralitywe explained in the opening chapter, God
created the human race specifically to bring ineuniverse an expanded manifestation of His

glory.

At the same time, God also desired to demonstoatis {and to the angels) the magnitude of His
own eternal power and divine love. To accomplish, tHe devised a background against which
these would be most vividly revealed. He allowethhunity to go through what | believe to be the
three phases of history: the pre-law phase whesinply followed the “intents of the thoughts of
our hearts” (Genesis 6:5); the season of the laenwire knew what we should do but lacked the
power to do it; and the season of grace whereinave have been given both the standard and the
empowerment.

In each of these eras there have been some pebplbave been able to see and know God—a few
in phase one, more in phase two, and many morkdaepthree. But the time will come when God
will reveal Himself fully to all people. In the fah Day of history, everyone will understand His
power and His love—although it appears that even some will choose not to obey.
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When we consider the miracle of the incarnation-Glfist’s birth into humanity—we begin to
comprehend a very important aspect of God’s natunggh was His willingness to leave heaven to
walk among us and to fully embrace the miserieshamdiliations of our world. We also see in His
earthly life a radical demonstration of perfectaas, perfect strength, perfect compassion, and
perfect obedience. But it was through Christ’s desatd resurrection that the greatest revelation was
accomplished.

It will require all of eternity for us to fathometprofound glories that reside in this sacrificesaid
for a lost and undeserving world. As He willinglemt to the cross, Jesus took into His pure being
the full vileness of our sins, choosing to recaivelis body the wages of wrath that we ourselves
deserved. He thereby not only conquered deathalbatpurchased for us a share in His own
reward. There has never been, nor will there egernlgreater manifestation of power or a clearer
expression of love.

It is for this reason that | believe the seasornsisibry hinge upon that event, and accordingly tha
the final Kingdom era will soon be upon us. It pasduced in me great soberness, but also a great
sense of anticipation. | am presently sixty yedds By the end of that same length of time, another
sixty years, the rule of Christ on this earth mawell underway!

When we deliberately back away from the detailswflives and begin to consider the broad
strokes of history and of scriptural revelation, ave better able to evaluate our circumstancedsen t
context of God’s divine planning. For example, wénar | read the book of Ezekiel | am
astonished by the number of times (I count 67) wltgod says, “...then you [or they, or the
nations, or Egypt, or Israel] shall know that | #ma Lord.” All of the events and warnings in that
book were permitted—and recorded—for one overrigingpose: that we might know He is God.

This realization requires a shift in a very basact wf my thinking. | (and probably many others)
tend to view history as the framework out of whikbh United States was established and in which
it is sustained. The prospect of our nation beimg away is not easily envisioned. And yet God
views us, just as He did the people in Ezekiel\s darough the perspective of His own centrality.
If He was willing to destroy Israel, His proclaimekdosen nation, how much more will He reject us
as He witnesses our growing rejection of Him?

By moving from the grid of self-centrality to oné®od-centrality, we are also able to better
understand why God will allow believers to go thgbwa time of intense purification just prior to
the rapture. Christ paid the ultimate price for biigle, and she must be fully cleansed and ragiantl
beautiful in preparation for Him. Anything less thihis would diminish the grandest marriage
ceremony ever to take place, of which our mosskaweddings are but a pale shadow.

When we finally accept the truth that God doesexidt primarily for our benefit—although of
course our relationship with Him does benefit usatjiy—but rather that we exist because it brings
honor and pleasure to Him, then we can begin tgpcehend the cosmic and eternal impact of our
personal choices. In other words, our decisionamstn in a certain situation doesn’t merely lessen
our risk of discipline (or eventually, punishment)ctually adds in some small measure to the
eternal revealed glory of God.

38
Copyright 2010 - Diane Woerner www. bereansnotejms.



With this new lens in place, our vision of the aggorhing end times is changed dramatically, and
we begin to see why the writer of Hebrews spedlfiaamonishes us to “consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works, not forsakimg assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, andwsthrtihe more as you see the Day approaching”
(Hebrews 10:24-25). Rather than focusing on sorae pf self-defense, in which we essentially
“hunker down” as the enemy forces increase, Gdd eh$ church to stand strong and fearless,
specifically so His final harvest can be gathered.

We have as our model Jesus Himself. In the daylrigaip to His crucifixion, He consistently
cared for the people He was with. He washed Higpliss’ feet, served them the bread and cup,
and then prayed over them one of the most powprayers ever prayed. He counseled Peter (in
Luke 22:31,32) regarding the test he was abowde.fHe healed the high priest’s servant’s ear.
Then on the cross, with His life draining from Hikhe forgave the thief and made provision for the
care of His mother. He even asked His Father wiferHis executioners.

Nevertheless, the only way any of us can trulyofelChrist's example of “love and good works” is
if we authentically have His nature within us. libee that the radical pressures which are pregentl
mounting in our society will eventually produce twery distinct groups of people. One group of
people will focus on saving their lives. The otgesup will choose to give their lives away. Today
these groups are intermingled, and some peopletrigin seem to have a foot in both camps.

But as the days progress, the soul-level priontgach of us will be made evident.

For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor ddesdaree bear good fruit. For every tree is
known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figem thorns, nor do they gather grapes
from a bramble bush. A good man out of the gooasties of his heart brings forth good;
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of hisrhleangs forth evil. For out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. (Luke 4643

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone deswecome after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoesirgs to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. Favhat profit is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what withan give in exchange for his soul? For
the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Fathéth His angels, and then He will
reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16273

Paul also describes this division quite bluntlRiomans 2:4-11.

Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, &vdmee, and longsuffering, not knowing
that the goodness of God leads you to repentange Bccordance with your hardness and
your impenitent heart you are treasuring up forrgeli wrath in the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, whadll‘vender to each one according to his
deeds”: eternal life to those who by patient camimce in doing good seek for glory, honor,
and immortality; but to those who are self-seeldnd do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulatod anguish, on every soul of man who
does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Grdrk;glory, honor, and peace to everyone
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who works what is good, to the Jew first and atsthe Greek. For there is no partiality with
God.

As the gathering clouds of apostasy continue teatathis final hour of history, God is now stirring
the hearts of His people to become the visible featdtion of His truth and holiness and love in
this world. As this happens, we will encounter twepy dramatic responses. We will either be the
“fragrance of Christ” to those who are looking farth, or we will be the “aroma of death” to those
who prefer the gods of this world (see Il Corintte&:14-16). We will be loved, and we will be
hated.

As | understand it, this true body of believerd wat be contained within any denomination, but
instead will be scattered across the religiousdaade. Nevertheless, as the season of tribulation
intensifies, | believe we will begin to find eacther, to nourish each other both spiritually and
practically, and to work together to find those whidl join the family of God in these closing
hours.

What will these end-time believers look like? Heravhat | see.

1. They will have a deep reverence for the entitBeBMuch of the distinctive power of biblical
Christianity has been polluted by the influx of glec ideas into both the structure and practice of
modern churches. In part this is because many mdderistians have little knowledge of God’s
word beyond what might be called the “happy veiddselieve the end-time church will emulate
the early church—who “continued steadfastly indpestles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42)—in order to
accurately understand God'’s principles and prop&by His instructions.

2. They will seek to live in radical puritfRather than concerning themselves with the eatern
appearance of righteousness, believers will beldegieved by anything within themselves that
displeases their Lord. They will also realize tlaager of any moral compromise, for they will
understand their vulnerability to the enemy in eky those places.

3. They will no longer indulge in worldly amusem&rRaul wrote to the Corinthians, “What
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessnes€2ome out from among them and be separate,’
says the Lord. ‘Do not touch what is unclean.”Qirinthians 6:14,17). No longer will God’s
people give their time or attention or resourceartgthing that depletes His power in their lives.
They will understand that they are at war, and éisatlis soldiers they cannot “entangle
themselves” with anything other than that whicheiguired by the battle (Il Timothy 2:4).

4. They will be unaffected by humiliation or reject Jesus, we are told, had no regard for the
shame of the cross (Hebrews 12:2). As their awaseobGod’s presence and His approval
increases, the weight of the opinions of everydse-eeven of their own families—will diminish.
Instead, their hearts will be passionately diret¢tefinding others who also need to know they are
valuable in the eyes of God.

5. They will understand and embrace godly autho8tripture warns that in the last days people
will develop a hatred for authority (see Il Petet@ Jude 8). But alongside those who reject
authority will be those who lean too heavily orsiahuthorities. A false leader can usually be
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distinguished by his desire to make disciples fordelf (Acts 20:30). True leaders endeavor to
make those whom they lead increasingly less depematethem and more fully connected to God.

6. They will restore godly manhood and womanhd@de of the most damaging aspects of our
modern culture is the dramatic depletion of truescndinity and femininity. In a world of womanly
men and manly women, the beauty of God’s choserehfodChrist and His church has been
nearly obliterated. This inversion of the sexesl$® costing us the engagement of men in the
serious matters of real life. | believe the endetichurch will intentionally oppose these distortion

7. They will expect the supernatur@he severe realities of Satan’s expanding powezasth will
require God’s people to draw on God’s greater gtterScripture tells us that “the eyes of the Lord
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to stbmself strong on behalf of those whose heart is
loyal to Him” (Il Chronicles 16:9). | believe we Wsee miracles not only like those that were
performed in Jesus’ day, but also some that ane enae dramatic (John 14:12).

As God'’s people exhibit these and other counteucailicharacteristics, the world will clearly
witness the glorious nature of Christ. It will bérae of venomous hatred and persecution—and a
time of joyous adding to the community of God. Il we a time of suffering, of the loss of worldly
goods, even of martyrdom—and a time of strongentiships and of sweeter communion with God
than this generation has ever experienced.

You see, when Jesus purchased “eternal life” foHesactually accomplished two things. First,
because of His sacrifice we who are His family wilioy life without end in the realms of heaven.
But in the upper room Jesus also prayed a veryfignt prayer. Andthis is eternal lifethat they
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus ChhstwYou have sénfJohn 17:3). John

reiterated this revelation, “And this is the tesimg: that God has given us eternal life, and tifés |

is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he dibws not have the Son of God does not have life”
(I John 5:11,12).

| believe the most powerful aspect of the end-tooemunity of Christians is that we will know

God in the same way that the truest saints throuigime have known Him. We will thereby
become the living manifestation of the church wHetul envisioned in his letter to the Ephesians, a
church which has come “to the unity of the faitld &fi the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man, to the measure of the stature ofithheeiss of Christ;” and which, “speaking the truth

in love, [will] grow up in all things into Him whe the head—Christ—from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by what every joint supgliaccording to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of thg tawdhe edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians
4:13-16).

This is a description of Christ’s bride. It is tteealed glory of God toward which all of our higto
has moved, a glory which also will soon flow outhestory and will merge into the endless glories
of heaven.

And | heard, as it were, the voice of a great rude, as the sound of many waters and as
the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluiadr the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory,tf@ marriage of the Lamb has come, and
His wife has made herself ready.” And to her it \yeanted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean
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and bright, for the fine linen is the righteoussaat the saints. Then he said to me, “Write:
‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriagpes of the Lamb!”” And he said to me,
“These are the true sayings of God.” (Revelatio-1)

But prior to this final celebration, Christ willestd in righteous judgment to declare the final
dividing of humanity.

When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and allltbly angels with Him, then He will sit
on the throne of His glory. All the nations will gathered before Him, and He will separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divides bipstiom the goats. (Matthew 25:31,32)

Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sdt,drom whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away. And there was found no placéiem. And | saw the dead, small and
great, standing before God, and books were op&ratianother book was opened, which is
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged accagdmtheir works, by the things which
were written in the books. The sea gave up the démdwere in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And thesewgdged, each one according to his
works. Then Death and Hades were cast into thedffee. This is the second death. And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life wastcato the lake of fire. (Revelation
20:11-15)

Dear reader, that day will be a real day, moreiretdct than any other day of our lives. We will
have no more questions, no more doubts, no moteregts, no more choices. Each one of us will
stand before Christ either gloriously clothed irs IHghteousness, or naked and without excuse. |
beg you to ponder these realities deeply. Nothiagiers more than this.
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